
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                  March 29, 2015 
  
PALM / PASSION  SUNDAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – John 12:12-16 
 Hymn – 457 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the older I get the greater is my awareness as to 
just how fragmented and broken my internal life is.  I am 
harassed by thoughts I am unable to control and understand; 
my feeling life is conflicted; I am anxious; I worry; and there is a 
gnawing sense of inadequacy or inferiority in the back of my 
mind.  What I want and need is for order to come to this 
internal chaos, and for harmony to replace this internal 
discord.  My efforts to achieve this have never worked, at least 
not for long.  I believe this is true because my efforts to have 
order and harmony are based on the assumption that these 
qualities come by control and amputation.  I control what 
seems chaotic and cut out whatever seems discordant.  I turn 
to you for the order and harmony I seek.  I do so because you 
bring what I need in a different way, by expansion and 
inclusion, something I am unable to achieve in the areas of my 
life where it is most needed.  You expand my ideas of order 
and harmony so that they include what I consider chaotic and 
discordant.  I want to cooperate with you in this, but doing so 
is beyond me. I try, but inevitably I reject you. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 11:1-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 98 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
THURSDAY      7:00  Maundy Thursday Communion and 
                Good Friday Tenebrae, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for April 5, 2015 
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43; 
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There will be a Maundy Thursday Communion/Good Friday 
Tenebrae on Thursday, April 2nd, at 7pm, in the sanctuary. 
 Do you have Easter Lilies you can loan us for April 5th, Easter 
Sunday?  Bring them to the church when you are able, including 
Easter Day. 
 Next Sunday we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering. 
 Next Sunday there will be an egg hunt following worship (for 
the children). 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
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Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Joan Schmutz, Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein. 
Deacons: Jenny Goldgur, Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Palm/Passion Sunday and Holy Week [Mark 11:1-11] 

 Palm Sunday, or Passion Sunday, is the first day in what is 
known in Christianity as “Holy Week.” Holy Week begins with 
Jesus entering Jerusalem; palm branches were used as part of the 
celebration of his entry into Jerusalem, hence this Sunday is given 
the name “Palm Sunday.” Events occur in the week that follows 
this day, events which collectively are referred to as Jesus’ 
“passion,” passion being a word which refers both to “ardent 
love” and also to “suffering.” If we think of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem as an expression of his ardent love, his entering 
Jerusalem results in his suffering and being killed, hence this 
Sunday is also given the name “Passion Sunday.” 
 Mark’s account of Jesus entry into Jerusalem is very straight-
forward. What we want to remember is that when we read his 
account we are not reading history as much as we are reading 
theology. I am certain there is some historical reality behind the 
narrative, but primarily the account is telling us something about 
how God repairs the breach between us and God. It is important 
to keep this distinction between history and theology in mind. The 
early church was not in the business of reporting facts; it was in 
the business of offering people hope in the face of the almost 
universal experience that human life is broken and fragmented, 
and needs to be repaired. Christian theology attempts to tell us 
how life became broken, and how it is repaired. When things are 
broken our moralizing mind wants to know whose fault it is, and 
we generally come out at the place where the fault is ours. The 
question then becomes one of how our fault is rectified. The 
narratives about the life of Jesus are attempts to state how the 
brokenness of life is repaired, and the fault is removed. 

The Church has always believed that God was especially 
present in the life of Jesus. If we internalize this text and allow 
Jerusalem to represent our heart or center, then the symbolism in 
Jesus entering Jerusalem is that God is coming to us. The choice of 
a colt is significant: to ride on a colt meant that the person was 
coming in peace, whereas to ride on a horse meant that the 
person was coming to do battle. The narrative suggests that Jesus 
himself setup the entrance on a colt implying that he chose it 

intentionally. Both of these are theological statements in the form 
of historical narrative: God comes toward us intentionally and 
does so for the purpose of there being peace between us. The 
events of Holy Week are most likely based on an account of 
something that actually transpired. However, the way they are 
presented expresses an emerging understanding of what needed 
to happen in order for God and us to be reconciled. That 
understanding became more conscious as time went on and was 
eventually formulated into two theories, one called the “ransom 
theory of atonement,” and another called “substitutionary 
atonement.” The Ransom Theory pivots around the 
“belief/knowing/conviction” that life was broken because all 
people belonged to Satan (having been sold to Satan through the 
events that occurred in the Garden of Eden) and at death 
everyone went to Hell. In order for Satan’s grip on us to be broken, 
God’s Son needed to die and be taken to Hell. Once there he could 
break the power of Satan and set us all free. Substitutionary 
Atonement is based on the “belief/knowing/conviction” that all 
human beings are “twisted” by the sin of Adam and our broken life 
is a reflection of our being twisted. The requirements of God’s 
justice demand that a price be paid for this sin. Since humans are 
unable to pay this price, God’s son agrees to pay it by his suffering 
and death. Once this debt is paid, the gulf between us and the God 
of justice is bridged and we are no longer under the sway of sin. 
Both theories pivot around the death of Jesus as central to how 
humanity and God are reconciled. Good Friday, the day that 
commemorates Jesus’ death, is called “Good” because, according 
to these two theories, his death is what made reconciliation with 
God possible. The narratives of Holy Week are attempts to convey 
that what was necessary for the brokenness of life to be repaired 
had occurred. Palm Sunday is what begins the commemoration of 
this entire sequence of events. 
 The assumptions that allowed these two Atonement Theories 
to work well do not necessarily work the way they did in the past. 
We still experience life to be fragmented and broken, but we do 
not share the same understanding as to why that is so. In our 
thought world the reasons life is fragmented are found inside us, 



and we express them using psychological terms rather than using 
the concepts of mythology. The issue we have is to internalize this 
series of events described in Holy Week so that they not only 
happen inside us but also are personal to us in the sense that they 
are about something that is experientially real. To do this we will 
use the context of the Church Year. The movement that is 
highlighted in the Church Year is that of God’s work to bring us 
the fullness of our own life. God does this as Christ by the slow 
disclosing and inclusion of our personal shadow into our self-
experience and self-awareness, the annexation as it were of 
aspects of our life that were discouraged and thwarted as we 
grew up and so were not included in our sense of self as an adult. 
Unwanted or out-of-character feelings and thoughts are brought 
to our awareness by Christ, and their presence evokes reactions 
from us in an attempt to get them to disappear. The feelings and 
thoughts, and also the reasons we should not be having them, are 
some of what is found in our shadow, and we are invited to 
attend to them and learn from them as they surface in our 
awareness. We will find that we can attend only so long and then 
we will erase from awareness what has entered our awareness. 
God as Christ will return these same thoughts and feelings to our 
awareness for our further consideration. Over time, as this 
process is repeated over and over, these aspects of our life will be 
integrated into our understanding and our experience of the 
person we are. As this journey proceeds we will visit experiential 
places we do not usually frequent: feeling weak and vulnerable, 
the awareness of being a victim in the past and still in the present, 
embracing the death of our inherited ideas as to what constitutes 
our life. 
 There will be times when we welcome this work of bringing us 
the fullness of our life, times when we are enthusiastic about 
feeling weak and vulnerable, times when we are confident about 
embracing the death of our ideas as to what constitutes our life. 
In these times we will welcome into our heart or center both this 
journey and Christ who orchestrates it, and we will celebrate its 
operation in our lives. I suggest these are our internal and 
personal versions of Palm Sunday. What will follow these times is 

what is described in the Holy Week narratives. We will eventually 
turn against Christ and his journey and will remove both from our 
life. This turning against, this judging and rejection, is our version 
of the Good Friday narratives. We will discover that Christ will 
return and bring with him the same thoughts and feelings that 
were emerging in us, giving us another opportunity to consider 
them, another opportunity to engage feeling weak and vulnerable, 
another opportunity to participate in changing our notions of what 
our life is.  In this way the aspects of our life relegated to our 
shadow are integrated into our sense of who we are, and the 
broken and fragmented quality of our life is repaired. As in the 
older theories of atonement, this understanding also relies on the 
death of Christ. Christ brings thoughts and feelings to our 
attention, and his doing so pulls from our unconscious the reasons 
we may not consider them and assimilate them. We erase them 
and him, and he resurrects from the death we inflict and 
reintroduces the thoughts and feelings we have rejected. Each 
time this cycle repeats we are introduced to more of the person 
we are, and our life comes together in an expanded way. 

 [Jim Robie, 3-27-15, Cycle B, Mark 11:1-11] 


